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“I came to work for God, FDR and the millions of 

forgotten, plain, common working men.” 



INTRODUCTION

   In this essay, Michelle Kew has illumined the central place of religious faith in Frances 

Perkins’ consequential role in designing and advancing the essential domestic policies of 

Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal. We learn that Miss Perkins (her preferred designation) did 

not emphasize her Episcopalian faith in public but that in private she relied on the consolation 

and structured devotion of her religion to help carry the heavy burdens of her public and private 

UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV��+HU�PRQWKO\�VHVVLRQV�RI�SUD\HU�DQG�UHÀHFWLRQ�DW�DQ�(SLVFRSDOLDQ�UHWUHDW�FHQWHU�

near Washington symbolizes the importance of her religious beliefs and practices to her national 

OHDGHUVKLS�LQ�¿JKWLQJ�IRU�VXFK�HVVHQWLDO�HOHPHQWV�RI�$PHULFD¶V�VDIHW\�QHW�DV�6RFLDO�6HFXULW\��

XQHPSOR\PHQW�LQVXUDQFH��ZRUNPHQ¶V�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�PLQLPXP�ZDJH���6KH�H[SODLQHG�WKDW�

she “came to work for God, FDR and the millions of forgotten, plain, common working men,” to 

which we surely can add women and children.1

��,Q�ZULWLQJ�WKLV�HVVD\�IRU�WKH�)UDQFHV�3HUNLQV�&HQWHU��0LFKHOOH�.HZ��D�VWXGHQW�DW�6RXWKHUQ�0DLQH�

8QLYHUVLW\��KDV�GLVWLOOHG�WKH�OLIH�RI�WKLV�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�SXEOLF�VHUYDQW��'UDZLQJ�XSRQ�WKH�PDMRU�

interpretations of Perkins’ life and career, this essay will introduce Frances Perkins to those who 

KDYH�QRW�NQRZQ�DERXW�KHU�DQG�ZLOO�FRQ¿UP�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�KDYH�WKH�ZHOO�VSULQJV�RI�KHU�PRWLYDWLRQ�

DQG�HQHUJ\�LQ�OHDGLQJ�WKH�SXUSRVHIXO��GLVFLSOLQHG�OLIH�WKDW�KDV�SURIRXQGO\�LQÀXHQFHG�VXFFHHGLQJ�

JHQHUDWLRQV�RI�PLOOLRQV�RI�$PHULFDQV�
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Frances Perkins had a clear vision 

of her priorities—what God wanted came 

¿UVW��$V�6HFUHWDU\�RI�/DERU�XQGHU�)UDQNOLQ�
Roosevelt, she developed programs that 

EHWWHUHG�WKH�OLYHV�RI�WKH�$PHULFDQ�SHRSOH��
7KHVH�LQFOXGHG�6RFLDO�6HFXULW\��ZRUNSODFH�
VDIHW\�UHJXODWLRQV��XQHPSOR\PHQW�
LQVXUDQFH��ZRUNHU¶V�FRPSHQVDWLRQ��
PLQLPXP�ZDJH�ODZV��DQG�WKH�IRUW\�KRXU�
ZRUN�ZHHN��7KURXJKRXW�D�OLIH�VSHQW�
championing the rights of working people, 

the poor, children, and the disadvantaged, 

3HUNLQV�XVHG�KHU�&KULVWLDQ�IDLWK�DV�KHU�
JXLGH��:KHQ�IULHQGV�DVNHG�ZK\�LW�ZDV�
LPSRUWDQW�IRU�WKH�IRUWXQDWH�WR�KHOS�WKH�
poor, she told them, “that it was what 

-HVXV�ZRXOG�ZDQW�WKHP�WR�GR�´�2 
5DLVHG�DV�D�&KULVWLDQ��3HUNLQV�

GHYHORSHG�DQ�LQWHUHVW�LQ�VRFLDO�LVVXHV�HDUO\�
LQ�OLIH��7KLV�OHG�WR�D�FDUHHU�¿JKWLQJ�IRU�WKH�
rights of hard-working men and women 

and their children at the local, state, and 

IHGHUDO�OHYHOV��7KRXJK�VKH�UDUHO\�GLVFXVVHG�
LW�SXEOLFO\��KHU�UHOLJLRQ�ZDV�WKH�SULPH�
PRWLYDWLRQ�IRU�DOO�VKH�DFFRPSOLVKHG��,W�
LQVSLUHG�KHU�WR�FRQWLQXH�ZLWK�WKH�KDUG�
ZRUN��ORQJ�KRXUV�DQG�IUHTXHQW�UHVLVWDQFH��
7R�IXOO\�XQGHUVWDQG�ZKR�WKLV�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�
ZRPDQ�ZDV�ZH�PXVW�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�
LPSRUWDQFH�RI�KHU�IDLWK��D�VXEMHFW�RIWHQ�
PLVVLQJ�IURP�KLVWRULFDO�DFFRXQWV��+HU�
EHOLHIV�KHOSHG�3HUNLQV�HVWDEOLVK�SURJUDPV�
WKDW�FRQWLQXH�WR�DLG�$PHULFDQV�WRGD\��
� )UDQFHV�3HUNLQV�ZDV�ERUQ�)DQQ\�
&RUDOLH�3HUNLQV�LQ�%RVWRQ��0DVVDFKXVHWWV��
where her middle class 

IDPLO\�OLYHG�EHIRUH�
PRYLQJ�WR�:RUFHVWHU��
6WDXQFK�0DLQH�
&RQJUHJDWLRQDOLVWV��
WKH\�QHYHU�PLVVHG�
FKXUFK�RQ�6XQGD\��
This offered their 

GDXJKWHU�D�VWURQJ�

PRUDO�IRXQGDWLRQ�DQG�EHOLHI�LQ�&KULVWLDQ�
YDOXHV��)UDQFHV¶�PRWKHU�6XVDQ�ZDV�YHU\�
LQYROYHG�LQ�FKXUFK�DFWLYLWLHV�DQG�RIIHUHG�
IULHQGVKLS�DQG�DLG�WR�WKHLU�SRRU�QHLJKERUV��
HQFRXUDJLQJ�KHU�GDXJKWHU�WR�GR�VR�DV�ZHOO��
)UDQFHV�ZDV�DOZD\V�PRYHG�WR�V\PSDWK\�
E\�WKHLU�VXIIHULQJ��+HU�SDUHQWV��KRZHYHU��
VDZ�SRYHUW\�DV�PRUH�RI�D�PRUDO�IDLOLQJ�
EURXJKW�RQ�E\�IDFWRUV�OLNH�OD]LQHVV�RU�
DOFRKROLVP��7KHLU�GDXJKWHU�VWURQJO\�
GLVDJUHHG��$V�VKH�JRW�ROGHU��VKH�OHDUQHG�
WKDW�SRYHUW\�ZDV�QRW�DOZD\V�WKH�IDXOW�RI�WKH�
VXIIHUHUV��EXW�FRXOG�EH�FDXVHG�E\�V\VWHPLF�
FLUFXPVWDQFHV�EH\RQG�WKHLU�FRQWURO��VXFK�
DV�LOOQHVV��LQMXU\��DQG�ORZ�ZDJHV��
� 3HUNLQV�FRQWLQXHG�KHU�LQWHUHVW�
LQ�KHOSLQJ�RWKHUV�ZKHQ�VKH�ZHQW�DZD\�
WR�FROOHJH�DW�0RXQW�+RO\RNH��0DU\�
/\RQ��ZKR�IRXQGHG�WKH�VFKRRO��ZDV�D�
SUDFWLFLQJ�&KULVWLDQ�ZKR�LQWHQGHG�WR�
WUDLQ�\RXQJ�ZRPHQ�DV�WHDFKHUV�DQG�
PLVVLRQDULHV��$WWHQGLQJ�FKXUFK�VHUYLFHV�
ZDV�PDQGDWRU\��OLNH�3HUNLQV��PRVW�RI�
WKH�VWXGHQWV�ZHUH�3URWHVWDQWV��$OWKRXJK�
PDMRULQJ�LQ�FKHPLVWU\�DQG�SK\VLFV��
WKH�FODVV�WKDW�UHDOO\�FDXJKW�KHU�LQWHUHVW�
FRQFHUQHG�$PHULFDQ�HFRQRPLF�KLVWRU\��
7KH�SURIHVVRU�WRRN�KHU�VWXGHQWV�WR�YLVLW�
WKH�IDFWRULHV�OLQLQJ�0DVVDFKXVHWWV�ULYHUV��
ZKHUH�WKH\�FRXOG�VHH�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV�
ZKHUH�WKH�ZRUNLQJ�FODVVHV�ODERUHG��7KH\�
OHDUQHG�RI�WKH�GDQJHURXV�FUDPSHG�VSDFHV��
KHDY\�ZRUNORDGV��ORQJ�KRXUV�DQG�ORZ�SD\��
7KH\�LQWHUYLHZHG�ZRUNHUV�DQG�FROOHFWHG�
VWDWLVWLFV��3�$W�0RXQW�+RO\RNH�3HUNLQV�
DOVR�PHW�)ORUHQFH�.HOOH\��ZKR�ZRXOG�
EHFRPH�KHU�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�PHQWRU��7KH�
KHDG�RI�WKH�1DWLRQDO�&RQVXPHUV�/HDJXH��
formed to improve conditions for workers, 

.HOOH\�JDYH�D�VSHHFK�DERXW�HQGLQJ�FKLOG�
ODERU�DQG�VZHDWVKRS�ODERU�ZKLFK�3HUNLQV�
QHYHU�IRUJRW��.HOOH\�ZDV�LQ�WKH�IRUHIURQW�
RI�UHIRUP�HIIRUWV�DQG�EHFDPH�D�IULHQG�DQG�
LQVSLUDWLRQ�WR�WKH�\RXQJ�3HUNLQV�
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 Perkins 

JUDGXDWHG�IURP�
college in 1902 as 

the president of 

KHU�FODVV��,Q�KHU�
¿QDO�VSHHFK�VKH�
LQFOXGHG�D�TXRWH�
IURP�WKH�%LEOH����
&RULQWKLDQV���������
³7KHUHIRUH�P\�
EHORYHG�EUHWKUHQ��
EH�\H�VWHDGIDVW��
XQPRYDEOH��
DOZD\V�DERXQGLQJ�LQ�WKH�ZRUN�RI�WKH�/RUG��
IRUDVPXFK�DV�\H�NQRZ�WKDW�\RXU�ODERXU�LV�
QRW�LQ�YDLQ�LQ�WKH�/RUG�´�4�,QVSLUHG�E\�WKH�
\RXQJ�RUDWRU��KHU�FODVV�VHOHFWHG�DV�WKHLU�
PRWWR��³%H�\H�VWHDGIDVW�´�
����������$IWHU�JUDGXDWLRQ�3HUNLQV�ZDV�
determined to go into social work, moving 

WR�1HZ�<RUN�&LW\�WR�DVN�IRU�D�MRE�ZLWK�WKH�
1HZ�<RUN�&KDULW\�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�6RFLHW\��
:KHQ�UHEXIIHG��VKH�LQVLVWHG�RQ�VSHDNLQJ�
WR�WKH�GLUHFWRU��(GZDUG�7��'HYLQH��ZKR�
DVNHG�KHU�D�IHZ�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�UHDOL]HG�VKH�
ZDV�IDU�WRR�\RXQJ�DQG�QDwYH�\HW�WR�ZRUN�
LQ�WKH�¿HOG��+H�JDYH�KHU�ERRNV�WR�UHDG�
DQG�VXJJHVWHG�VKH�ZRUN�DV�D�WHDFKHU�IRU�D�
ZKLOH�DQG�JDLQ�VRPH�ZRUOGO\�H[SHULHQFH��
8QDEDVKHG��3HUNLQV�ZHQW�RXW�DQG�GLG�
MXVW�WKDW��6KH�WDXJKW�EULHÀ\�DW�D�FRXSOH�RI�
academies in New England, then took a 

MRE�DW�SULYDWH�VFKRRO�)HUU\�+DOO�LQ�/DNH�
)RUHVW��,OOLQRLV�IRU�WKUHH�\HDUV��
� 'XULQJ�KHU�WLPH�DW�)HUU\�+DOO��
3HUNLQV�PDGH�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�WR�EHFRPH�D�
PHPEHU�RI�WKH�(SLVFRSDO�&KXUFK��WKH�
$PHULFDQ�GHVFHQGDQW�RI�WKH�&KXUFK�RI�
(QJODQG��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�VFKRODU�'RQQ�
0LWFKHOO��3HUNLQV��OLNH�PDQ\�RWKHU�
$PHULFDQ�(SLVFRSDOLDQV�RI�WKLV�HUD��
ZDV�³VWHHSHG�LQ�WKH�VRFLDOLVW�WKRXJKW�RI�
%ULWLVK�$QJOR�&DWKROLFLVP�´���,Q�DGGLWLRQ�
to teaching, she spent her free time 

YROXQWHHULQJ�DW�&KLFDJR¶V�IDPRXV�+XOO�
+RXVH��WKH�VHWWOHPHQW�KRXVH�IRXQGHG�E\�
-DQH�$GGDPV��ZHOO�NQRZQ�DGYRFDWH�IRU�
impoverished immigrants and the working 

SRRU��2I�KHU�ZRUN�WKHUH�3HUNLQV�VDLG��
I had to do something about 
unnecessary hazards to life, 
unnecessary poverty. It was sort 
of up to me…One thing seemed 
perfectly clear. Our Lord had 
directed all who were following 
in his path to visit the widows, 
the orphans, the fatherless, the 
SULVRQHUV�DQG�VR�IRUWK��'H¿QLWHO\�
the circumstances of the life of 
the people of my generation was 
my business, and I ought to do 
something about it. 6

����������$OWKRXJK�PDQ\�DVVRFLDWH�+XOO�
+RXVH�ZLWK�3URWHVWDQW�YROXQWDULVP��LW�ZDV�
PRGHOHG�DIWHU�7R\QEHH�+DOO��D�PLVVLRQ�UXQ�
E\�WKH�&KXUFK�RI�(QJODQG�WKDW�$GGDPV�
KDG�YLVLWHG�ZKLOH�LQ�*UHDW�%ULWDLQ��DQG�
³HPERGLHG�WKH�VWDWH�FKXUFK�WUDGLWLRQ�WR�
ZKLFK�WKH�(SLVFRSDO�&KXUFK�ZDV�KHLU�´�7 
7KLV�ZDV�OLNHO\�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�IDFWRU�LQ�KHU�
FRQYHUVLRQ��

3HUNLQV�MRLQHG�D�EUDQG�QHZ�
(SLVFRSDO�FRQJUHJDWLRQ�FDOOHG�7KH�&KXUFK�
RI�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW��7KH�FKXUFK�EXLOGLQJ�
ZDV�FRQVHFUDWHG�LQ�-XQH�RI�������DQG�DW�
WKLV�FHUHPRQ\�3HUNLQV��ZKR�KDG�FKDQJHG�
KHU�QDPH�RI¿FLDOO\�WR�)UDQFHV�&��3HUNLQV�
IURP�KHU�ELUWK�QDPH�)DQQ\�&RUDOLH��ZDV�
FRQ¿UPHG�DV�D�QHZ�PHPEHU��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�
to their philanthropic motive, she was 

GUDZQ�WR�WKH�VHQVH�RI�ULWXDO��FHUHPRQ\��
and discipline she saw in the Episcopal 

&KXUFK��7KH\�JDYH�KHU�FRPIRUW�DQG�
VWDELOLW\��VRPHWKLQJ�VKH�IHOW�WKHUH�ODFNLQJ�
LQ�$PHULFDQ�OLIH��LQFOXGLQJ�SROLWLFDO�
OLIH��$OZD\V�KRQRULQJ�LPSRUWDQW�IDPLO\�
occasions herself, Perkins liked how the 
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KLJK�FKXUFK�FHUHPRQLHV�UHFRJQL]HG�OLIH¶V�
PLOHVWRQHV�LQ�LWV�VHUYLFHV�DQG�REVHUYHG�WKH�
FKDQJLQJ�VHDVRQV�RI�WKH�FKXUFK�FDOHQGDU��� 

$IWHU�KHU�WLPH�DW�)HUU\�+DOO��
3HUNLQV�WRRN�D�SRVLWLRQ�DV�VHFUHWDU\�RI�
the Philadelphia Research and Protective 

2UJDQL]DWLRQ��DQ�LQWHUIDLWK�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
IRXQGHG�E\�WKH�(SLVFRSDO�'LRFHVH��7KLV�
JURXS�ZDV�IRUPHG�WR�DLG�SRRU�\RXQJ�
LPPLJUDQW�DQG�PLQRULW\�ZRPHQ�ZKR��
when looking for work, were often 

H[SORLWHG�DQG�GULYHQ�LQWR�SURVWLWXWLRQ��
,QYHVWLJDWLQJ�VXSSRVHGO\�OHJLWLPDWH�
RSSRUWXQLWLHV��WKH�\RXQJ�VRFLDO�ZRUNHU�
DSSOLHG�WR�VHH�ZKLFK�RQHV�IDOVHO\�SURPLVHG�
OHJDO�HPSOR\PHQW��)URP�WKLV�SRLQW�RQ��
³3HUNLQV�ZDV�RQ�WKH�WUDMHFWRU\�WKDW�ZRXOG�
JXLGH�WKH�UHVW�RI�KHU�OLIH²ZRUNLQJ�IRU�
VRFLDO�MXVWLFH�LQ�FORVH�DVVRFLDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�
(SLVFRSDO�&KXUFK�´�9

$OWKRXJK�WKH�ZRUN�ZDV�UHZDUGLQJ��
LW�SDLG�YHU\�OLWWOH��DQG�3HUNLQV�KDG�WURXEOH�
PDNLQJ�HQGV�PHHW��6KH�DOVR�EHJDQ�WR�VHH�
WKDW�WKH�VRFLDO�SUREOHPV�LQYROYHG�ZHUH�
H[WUHPHO\�FRPSOH[��6KH�UHDOL]HG�VKH�
QHHGHG�WR�OHDUQ�PRUH�DERXW�WKH�LVVXHV�
IDFLQJ�WKH�SRRU�VR�VKH�FRXOG�¿JKW�IRU�WKHP�
PRUH�HIIHFWLYHO\���'HFLGLQJ�WR�UHWXUQ�WR�
VFKRRO��VKH�¿UVW�HQUROOHG�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�
RI�3HQQV\OYDQLD¶V�:KDUWRQ�6FKRRO�RI�
)LQDQFH�DQG�&RPPHUFH��ZKLFK�OHG�WR�
D�IHOORZVKLS�ZLWK�&ROXPELD�8QLYHUVLW\�
DQG�D�PDVWHU¶V�GHJUHH�LQ�6RFLRORJ\�DQG�
(FRQRPLFV��

$IWHU�KHU�JUDGXDWLRQ�LQ�������
WKH�1DWLRQDO�&RQVXPHUV�/HDJXH�RIIHUHG�
3HUNLQV�D�MRE�KHDGLQJ�WKHLU�RI¿FH�LQ�
1HZ�<RUN�&LW\��7KHUH�VKH�KHOSHG�VHFXUH�
SDVVDJH�RI�D�ODZ�PDQGDWLQJ�D�¿IW\�IRXU�
KRXU�ZRUN�ZHHN�DQG�EHFDPH�GHWHUPLQHG�
WR�HQG�FKLOG�ODERU��6KH�FDPH�WR�EHOLHYH�
WKDW�XQLRQV�ZHUH�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�SDUW�RI�
LPSURYLQJ�WKH�OLYHV�RI�ZRUNHUV��7KURXJK�
KHU�ZRUN�VKH�PHW�DQG�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�PDQ\�

LPSRUWDQW�ODERU�OHDGHUV�IURP�GLIIHUHQW�
HWKQLF�DQG�UHOLJLRXV�JURXSV��LQFOXGLQJ�
*HUPDQ��,ULVK��,WDOLDQ��-HZLVK��DQG�
&DWKROLF��7KH\�FROODERUDWHG�WR�PHHW�WKHLU�
FRPPRQ�JRDOV��

+HU�EHOLHI�LQ�XQLRQV�EHFDPH�HYHQ�
stronger after Perkins witnessed the 1911 

7ULDQJOH�6KLUWZDLVW�)LUH��ZKLFK�RFFXUUHG�
LQ�D�IDFWRU\�ZKHUH�\RXQJ�ZRPHQ�PDGH�
EORXVHV��)DFWRULHV�OLNH�WKLV�KDG�DOZD\V�
EHHQ�D�WHUULEOH�¿UH�KD]DUG²IXOO�RI�ELQV�
RYHUÀRZLQJ�ZLWK�ÀDPPDEOH�FRWWRQ��
LQDGHTXDWH�H[LWV�DQG�¿UH�HVFDSHV��DQG�
RYHUFURZGLQJ�RI�ZRUNHUV�DQG�PDFKLQHV��
10�9LVLWLQJ�IULHQGV�QHDUE\��3HUNLQV�KHDUG�
WKH�FRPPRWLRQ�DQG�UXVKHG�LQWR�WKH�VWUHHW�
WR�VHH�ZKDW�ZDV�KDSSHQLQJ��:KDW�VKH�VDZ�
ZDV�KRUULI\LQJ��2QH�KXQGUHG�DQG�IRUW\�VL[�
SHRSOH�GLHG�LQ�WKH�¿UH��DOPRVW�DOO�RI�WKHP�
\RXQJ�LPPLJUDQW�ZRPHQ��PDQ\�RI�ZKRP�
MXPSHG�WR�WKHLU�GHDWKV�IURP�WKH�XSSHU�
ÀRRUV�WU\LQJ�WR�HVFDSH�WKH�ÀDPHV�DQG�
VPRNH��7KH�HYHQW�H[SORGHG�LQ�WKH�QDWLRQDO�
FRQVFLRXVQHVV�DQG�UHNLQGOHG�GHEDWHV�RYHU�
FDSLWDOLVP�DQG�LWV�SULRULWLHV�RI�SUR¿W�RYHU�
WKH�KHDOWK�DQG�VDIHW\�RI�ZRUNHUV��3HUNLQV�
ODWHU�ZURWH�RI�WKH�LQFLGHQW�WKDW�WKH�¿UH�KDG��
³VWUXFN�DW�WKH�SLW�
RI�P\�VWRPDFK��
,�IHOW�,�PXVW�VHDU�
LW�QRW�RQO\�RQ�P\�
PLQG�EXW�RQ�P\�
heart as a never-

WR�EH�IRUJRWWHQ�
UHPLQGHU�RI�ZK\�
,�KDG�WR�VSHQG�
P\�OLIH�¿JKWLQJ�
conditions that 

FRXOG�SHUPLW�
VXFK�D�WUDJHG\�´�11 

'HWHUPLQHG�WR�KHOS�PDNH�
VRPHWKLQJ�SRVLWLYH�FRPH�RXW�RI�WKH�WUDJLF�
event, Perkins worked with a committee 

IRUPHG�WR�LQYHVWLJDWH�WKH�WUDJHG\��WKH�
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1HZ�<RUN�6WDWH�)DFWRU\�,QYHVWLJDWLQJ�
&RPPLVVLRQ��6KH�SHUVRQDOO\�WRRN�
PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ�RQ�SHUVRQDO�
WRXUV�RI�WKH�IDFWRULHV��7KH\�ZHUH�XUJHG�WR�
XVH�VRPH�RI�WKH�VR�FDOOHG�³¿UH�HVFDSHV´²
VWHHS�LURQ�ODGGHUV�RQ�WKH�VLGHV�RI�EXLOGLQJV�
WKDW�ZHUH�RQO\�DFFHVVLEOH�E\�FUDZOLQJ�
WKURXJK�D�VPDOO�KROH�LQ�WKH�ZDOO��FRYHUHG�
with ice in winter, and often ending twelve 

IHHW�IURP�WKH�JURXQG��12 

1DPHG�([HFXWLYH�'LUHFWRU�RI�WKH�
&RPPLWWHH�RQ�6DIHW\��ZKLFK�IRFXVHG�RQ�
eliminating workplace dangers, Perkins 

ZDV�KLUHG�DW�WKH�VXJJHVWLRQ�RI�IRUPHU�
President Theodore Roosevelt, whom 

VKH�NQHZ�WKURXJK�WKH�&RQVXPHUV�/HDJXH�
DQG�WKHLU�PXWXDO�FRQQHFWLRQV�ZLWK�-DQH�
$GGDPV�DQG�)ORUHQFH�.HOOH\��13�0DNLQJ�
VSHHFKHV�DERXW�WKH�QHHG�IRU�EHWWHU�ZRUNLQJ�
conditions, she helped pass laws that 

UHTXLUHG�IDFWRU\�RZQHUV�WR�KDYH�UHJXODU�
¿UH�GULOOV��DGHTXDWH�¿UH�HVFDSHV��DQG�WKDW�
EDQQHG�VPRNLQJ�LQ�IDFWRULHV��DV�ZHOO�DV�
working to protect women and children 

LQ�WKH�ZRUNSODFH�IURP�DEXVHV�DQG�ZDJH�
GLVFULPLQDWLRQ��

$URXQG�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�DV�WKH�
6KLUWZDLVW�¿UH��DQRWKHU�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�
HYHQW�RFFXUUHG�LQ�3HUNLQV¶�OLIH²VKH�PHW�
KHU�IXWXUH�KXVEDQG��3DXO�:LOVRQ��$OWKRXJK�
later claiming not to have recalled 

H[DFWO\�KRZ�WKH\�EHFDPH�DFTXDLQWHG��LW�
ZDV�OLNHO\�WKURXJK�PXWXDO�IULHQGV�VLQFH�
WKH\�WUDYHOHG�LQ�WKH�VDPH�VRFLDO�FLUFOHV��
%RWK�ZHUH�LQ�WKHLU�WKLUWLHV��:LOVRQ�ZDV�
D�¿QDQFLDO�VWDWLVWLFLDQ�ZKR�ZRUNHG�
ZLWK�D�VRFLDO�UHIRUP�JURXS�H[SRVLQJ�
ZDVWHIXO�JRYHUQPHQW�VSHQGLQJ��2YHU�
D�WKUHH�\HDU�FRXUWVKLS��WKH\�H[FKDQJHG�
PDQ\�DIIHFWLRQDWH�OHWWHUV��&HUWDLQO\�
Frances wanted romantic love, marriage, 

DQG�FKLOGUHQ�EXW�ZDV�WRUQ�DERXW�WKHLU�
SRWHQWLDOO\�QHJDWLYH�LPSOLFDWLRQV�RQ�KHU�
LQGHSHQGHQFH�DQG�EXUJHRQLQJ�FDUHHU��14 

,Q�VSLWH�RI�
WKHVH�GRXEWV��VKH�
DQG�3DXO�FRQVLGHUHG�
themselves a modern 

FRXSOH�ZKR�FRXOG�
EDODQFH�WKHLU�ZRUN�
DQG�PDUULHG�OLIH��
7KH\�PDUULHG�LQ�
������MXVW�DV�:LOVRQ�
ZDV�WDNLQJ�D�MRE�LQ�
the administration 

RI�WKH�QHZO\�HOHFWHG�PD\RU�RI�1HZ�
<RUN��-RKQ�3XUUR\�0LWFKHO��$OWKRXJK�LQ�
private life and on her passport she took 

KHU�KXVEDQG¶V�QDPH��LQ�SXEOLF�OLIH�VKH�
FRQWLQXHG�WR�EH�NQRZQ�DV�)UDQFHV�3HUNLQV�
�EHFRPLQJ�ZHOO�NQRZQ�IRU�KHU�ZRUN��LW�
VHHPHG�SUXGHQW�WR�NHHS�WKH�QDPH�XQGHU�
ZKLFK�VKH�ZDV�PRVW�UHFRJQL]HG��

7KH�:LOVRQ¶V�PDUULDJH�ZDV�QRW�
SHUIHFW��$IWHU�3HUNLQV�VWRSSHG�ZRUN�DW�WKH�
6DIHW\�&RPPLWWHH�VKH�IRXQG�WKH�GXWLHV�
RI�D�IXOO�WLPH�SROLWLFLDQ¶V�ZLIH�H[KDXVWLQJ�
DQG�QRW�QHDUO\�DV�VDWLVI\LQJ�DV�KHU�IRUPHU�
YRFDWLRQ��7KHUH�ZDV�D�VHQVH�RI�ORVW�
VHOI�HVWHHP�DQG�DW�RQH�SRLQW�WKH�FRXSOH�
FRQVLGHUHG�D�VHSDUDWLRQ��+RZHYHU��WKH�
ELUWK�RI�WKHLU�GDXJKWHU�6XVDQQD�LQ������
EURXJKW�PXFK�KDSSLQHVV�WR�WKHP�DIWHU�WKH�
WUDJHGLHV�RI�D�PLVFDUULDJH�DQG�D�VWLOOELUWK��
3HUNLQV�EHFDPH�DFWLYH�LQ�YROXQWHHU�DQG�
FRPPLWWHH�ZRUN�ZKLOH�6XVDQQD�ZDV�
\RXQJ�

6DGO\��QRW�ORQJ�DIWHU�6XVDQQD�ZDV�
ERUQ��3DXO�:LOVRQ�EHJDQ�WR�VKRZ�VLJQV�
RI�HPRWLRQDO�LOOQHVV��+H�GUDQN�KHDYLO\�
DQG�JDPEOHG��WKHQ�ZRXOG�KDYH�ERXWV�RI�
GHSUHVVLRQ��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�3HUNLQV��³,W�ZDV�
DOZD\V�XS�DQG�GRZQ��+H�ZDV�VRPHWLPHV�
GHSUHVVHG��VRPHWLPHV�H[FLWHG�´���+LV�
V\PSWRPV�VKRZ�ZKDW�ZH�WRGD\�ZRXOG�FDOO�
PDQLF�GHSUHVVLRQ�RU�EL�SRODU�GLVHDVH��7KH�
HSLVRGHV�EHFDPH�VR�VHYHUH�KH�RIWHQ�KDG�WR�
EH�LQVWLWXWLRQDOL]HG��+RZHYHU��WKHUH�ZHUH�
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SHULRGV�ZKHQ�KH�FRXOG�OLYH�DW�KRPH�ZLWK�
KLV�IDPLO\��6XVDQQD�DOVR�KDG�D�VRPHZKDW�
URFN\�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�KHU�PRWKHU�DQG�
DW�WLPHV�VKRZHG�V\PSWRPV�RI�PHQWDO�
LQVWDELOLW\�DV�ZHOO��

3HUNLQV�KDG�OLWWOH�IDPLO\�KHOS�
LQ�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�WKHVH�SUREOHPV��3DXO¶V�
parents were dead, as was her own father, 

DQG�VKH�ZDV�QRW�FORVH�WR�KHU�PRWKHU��'XH�
WR�KHU�KXVEDQG¶V�¿QDQFLDO�LUUHVSRQVLELOLW\��
VKH�DOVR�KDG�WR�EHFRPH�WKH�SULQFLSDO�
EUHDGZLQQHU�RI�WKH�IDPLO\�����%ROVWHUHG�
DV�DOZD\V�E\�KHU�UHOLJLRQ�DQG�KHU�IDLWK�LQ�
*RG��3HUNLQV�ZHQW�EDFN�WR�ZRUN�DQG�KHOG�
KHU�IDPLO\�WRJHWKHU�

,W�ZDV�ZKLOH�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�
&RQVXPHUV�/HDJXH�WKDW�3HUNLQV�PHW�D�
1HZ�<RUN�DVVHPEO\PDQ�QDPHG�$O�6PLWK��
ZKR�FKDLUHG�WKH�)DFWRU\�,QYHVWLJDWLQJ�
&RPPLVVLRQ��6KH�DQG�6PLWK�JRW�WR�NQRZ�
HDFK�RWKHU�ZHOO��+H�KDG�DGYLVHG�KHU�LQ�KHU�
HIIRUWV�WR�SDVV�WKH�¿IW\�IRXU�KRXU�D�ZHHN�
ZRUN�ODZ��7KRXJK�KH�ZDV�&DWKROLF��6PLWK�
DQG�3HUNLQV�IRXQG�WKDW�WKH\�ERWK�ZDQWHG�
to improve conditions for the poor and 

ZRUNLQJ�FODVV��
:KHQ�6PLWK�EHFDPH�*RYHUQRU�

RI�1HZ�<RUN�LQ�������KH�DVNHG�KHU�WR�
EH�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�6WDWH�,QGXVWULDO�
&RPPLVVLRQ��:RQGHULQJ�LI�VKH�FRXOG�
EH�PRUH�XVHIXO�ZRUNLQJ�RXWVLGH�WKH�
government to effect change, she 

H[SUHVVHG�KHU�FRQFHUQV�WR�PHQWRU�
)ORUHQFH�.HOOH\��³,�FRXOG�EH�EUDYH«,�
KDYH�QR�SROLWLFDO�FRPPLWPHQWV��,�GLGQ¶W�
KDYH�WR�SURWHFW�DQ\ERG\��,�FRXOG�VSHDN�
RXW�RSHQO\«,�ZDV�VHUYLQJ�WKH�ODZ�DQG�
P\�*RG�´�17�%XW�.HOOH\�ZHSW�ZLWK�MR\�DW�
WKH�QHZV�DQG�WROG�KHU�QRW�WR�ZRUU\��WKDW�
LW�ZRXOG�EH�JRRG�WR�KDYH�VRPHRQH�LQ�
WKDW�SRVLWLRQ�WKDW�NQHZ�DERXW�LQGXVWULDO�
FRQGLWLRQV�DQG�FDUHG�DERXW�ZRUNHUV��
SDUWLFXODUO\�ZRPHQ��3HUNLQV�WRRN�WKH�MRE��
NHHSLQJ�LQ�PLQG�WUHDVXUHG�DGYLFH�IURP�KHU�

JUDQGPRWKHU��³,I�VRPHERG\�RSHQV�D�GRRU�
IRU�\RX��XQH[SHFWHGO\��ZLWKRXW�FRQQLYDQFH�
RQ�\RXU�SDUW��ZDON�ULJKW�LQ�DQG�GR�WKH�EHVW�
\RX�FDQ��,W¶V�WKH�/RUG¶V�ZLOO�IRU�\RX�´��� 

3HUNLQV�HQMR\HG�WKH�ZRUN�RQ�WKH�
FRPPLVVLRQ�DQG�KHU�DGPLUDWLRQ�IRU�$O�
6PLWK�JUHZ��EHFDXVH�KH�DFWHG�IURP�PRUDO�
SXUSRVH�DQG�QRW�MXVW�HFRQRPLF�DGYDQWDJH��
2QH�RI�WKHLU�LPSRUWDQW�DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV�
WKDW�LOOXVWUDWHG�WKLV�SKLORVRSK\�ZDV�WKH�
ZRUNPDQ¶V�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�ODZ�IRU�LQMXUHG�
ZRUNHUV��

:RUNPDQ¶V�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�ZDV�D�
VRFLDO�LQVXUDQFH�SURJUDP��ZKLFK�3HUNLQV�
IRXQG�DSSHDOLQJ��6KH�RQFH�FDOOHG�VRFLDO�
LQVXUDQFH�³WKH�PRVW�EULOOLDQW�DFKLHYHPHQW�
RI�WKH�PLQG�RI�PDQ�´�19�7KLV�ZDV�EHFDXVH�
WKH�SURJUDP�DSSHDOHG�WR�ERWK�RI�KHU�PDLQ�
LQWHUHVWV��VFLHQFH�DQG�UHOLJLRQ��,W�ZDV�
VFLHQWL¿F�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�VWDWLVWLFDO�GDWD�
LQYROYHG�WR�LPSOHPHQW�LW��DQG�UHOLJLRXV�
EHFDXVH�RI�³WKH�DFNQRZOHGJHPHQW�WKDW�
HDFK�PDQ��ZKHQ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�VKDUHV�
WKH�FRVW�RI�RQH¶V�GLVDVWHU��LV�KLV�EURWKHU¶V�
NHHSHU�´�20��6KH�ZHQW�RQ�WR�DFWLYHO\�VXSSRUW�
6PLWK¶V������ELG�IRU�WKH�3UHVLGHQF\��2QH�
UHDVRQ��DV�VKH�VDLG�LQ�KHU�VWXPS�VSHHFK�RQ�
KLV�EHKDOI��ZDV�WKDW�KH�EHOLHYHG�LQ�*RG�DQG�
+LV�JXLGDQFH�DQG�KH�EHOLHYHG�WKDW�LW�ZDV�
KLV�GXW\�WR�IROORZ�*RG¶V�ODZV��6KH�ZRXOG�
FORVH�KHU�UHPDUNV�E\�VD\LQJ��³+H�VD\V�
KLV�SUD\HUV��,�ZRXOG�UDWKHU�KDYH�D�PDQ�
LQ�WKH�:KLWH�+RXVH�ZKR�VD\V�KLV�SUD\HUV�
WKDQ�RQH�ZKR�GRHVQ¶W�SD\�DQ\�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�
UHOLJLRQ�´�21

$OWKRXJK�6PLWK�ORVW�KLV�FDPSDLJQ�
IRU�3UHVLGHQW��WKH�1HZ�<RUN�JRYHUQRU¶V�
RI¿FH�UHPDLQHG�LQ�'HPRFUDWLF�KDQGV�ZKHQ�
)UDQNOLQ�'HODQR�5RRVHYHOW�ZDV�HOHFWHG�
WR�WKH�SRVW��3HUNLQV�DFFHSWHG�5RRVHYHOW¶V�
offer to take over leadership of the 

,QGXVWULDO�&RPPLVVLRQ��,Q�VRPH�ZD\V��VKH�
JRW�DORQJ�HYHQ�EHWWHU�ZLWK�)'5�WKDQ�VKH�
KDG�ZLWK�6PLWK²ERWK�ZHUH�(SLVFRSDOLDQV��
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ZHOO�HGXFDWHG��ZLWK�GHHS�H[SHULHQFH�
in NY politics, and viewed past events 

IURP�VLPLODU�YLHZSRLQWV�22 This shared 

EDFNJURXQG��³HDVHG�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��,I�VKH�
WDONHG«DERXW�VRFLDO�MXVWLFH�RU�XUJHG�KLP�
WR�GR�VRPHWKLQJ�VLPSO\�EHFDXVH�LW�ZDV�
right, the words tended to have the same 

UHVRQDQFH�WR�ERWK�PLQGV�´�23�2I�)'5¶V�
UHOLJLRXV�EHOLHIV��VKH�ZURWH��³+LV�&KULVWLDQ�
IDLWK�ZDV�DEVROXWHO\�VLPSOH«KH�KDG�QR�
GRXEWV�´�24�6KH�EHOLHYHG�WKDW�KLV�HVVHQWLDO�
KXPDQLW\�DQG�NLQGQHVV�WRZDUGV�RWKHUV�ZDV�
DFTXLUHG�IURP�KLV�UHOLJLRXV�OLIH�

:KHQ�5RRVHYHOW�ZDV�HOHFWHG�
3UHVLGHQW��WKHLU�DI¿QLW\�DQG�IULHQGVKLS�
PDGH�LW�OLNHO\�WKDW�KH�ZRXOG�ZDQW�
Perkins to come and work with him in 

:DVKLQJWRQ��+HU�IULHQGV��VXFK�DV�WKH�
:RPHQ¶V�'HPRFUDWLF�1DWLRQDO�&DPSDLJQ�
&RPPLWWHH�GLUHFWRU�0DU\�'HZVRQ��RIWHQ�
GURSSHG�3HUNLQV¶�QDPH�WR�QHZVSDSHU�
UHSRUWHUV��7KHVH�VXSSRUWHUV�HQFRXUDJHG�KHU�
WR�WDNH�WKH�SRVLWLRQ�RI�/DERU�6HFUHWDU\�LI�
LW�ZDV�RIIHUHG��3HUNLQV�ZDV�DZDUH�RI�ZKDW�

a great privilege and honor the position 

ZRXOG�EH��HVSHFLDOO\�IRU�D�ZRPDQ��EXW�
VKH�ZDV�WRUQ�RYHU�WKH�GHFLVLRQ��6KH�OLNHG�
OLYLQJ�LQ�1HZ�<RUN�&LW\�ZLWK�KHU�IDPLO\��
$GGLQJ�WR�KHU�GLVWUHVV��3DXO�ZDV�IUHTXHQWO\�
LOO�DQG�KHU�GDXJKWHU�ZDV�VWLOO�LQ�VFKRRO��
6KH�IHOW�WKH\�QHHGHG�KHU�WR�VWD\�ZLWK�WKHP��
0DU\�'HZVRQ�UHPLQGHG�KHU�WKDW�)ORUHQFH�
.HOOH\��ZKR�KDG�SDVVHG�DZD\�QRW�ORQJ�
EHIRUH��ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�GLVDSSRLQWHG�LI�
VKH�WXUQHG�LW�GRZQ��

3HUNLQV�¿QDOO\�GHFLGHG�WR�FRQVXOW�
DQ�(SLVFRSDO�%LVKRS� &KDUOHV�.��*LOEHUW�
RI�1HZ�<RUN��WR�DVN�ZKDW�VKH�VKRXOG�GR��
+H�ZURWH�KHU�WKDW�WKH�FRXQWU\�ZDV�LQ�FULVLV�
GXH�WR�WKH�'HSUHVVLRQ�DQG�WKDW�*RG�ZDV�
FDOOLQJ�KHU�WR�XVH�KHU�XQLTXH�WDOHQWV�WR�
KHOS��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�*LOEHUW��KHU�SRVLWLYH�
LQÀXHQFH�ZRXOG�EH�LPSRUWDQW�ZLWKLQ�WKH�
3UHVLGHQW¶V�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ��³,�NQRZ�WKDW�
\RXU�SHUVXDVLYHQHVV�DQG�\RXU�GLVFHUQLQJ�
MXGJPHQW�DQG�\RXU�LQVLVWHQFH�RQ�WKH�KLJKHU�
KXPDQ�YDOXHV�ZRXOG�PDNH�LWVHOI�IHOW«,�
UHDOO\�EHOLHYH�WKDW�LW�LV�*RG¶V�RZQ�FDOO«
ZKDW�PDQ�WKLQNV�LV�RI�QR�FRQVHTXHQFH�´�
���$IWHU�UHDGLQJ�KLV�OHWWHU��VKH�GHFLGHG�WR�
DFFHSW�WKH�DSSRLQWPHQW�LI�LW�ZDV�RIIHUHG��
6KH�SURPLVHG�KHU�KXVEDQG�VKH�ZRXOG�
FRQWLQXH�KHU�URXWLQH�RI�YLVLWLQJ�KLP�DQG�
WKHLU�GDXJKWHU�HYHU\�ZHHNHQG��

3HUNLQV�KDG�GH¿QLWH�SODQV�IRU�
KHU�DJHQGD�DV�/DERU�6HFUHWDU\��,Q�KHU�
¿UVW�PHHWLQJ�ZLWK�)'5�WR�GLVFXVV�WKH�
DSSRLQWPHQW�LQ�)HEUXDU\�RI�������VKH�
ODLG�RXW�VHYHUDO�DPELWLRXV�SURJUDPV��
6KH�ZDQWHG�¿UVW�WR�LPSOHPHQW�IHGHUDO�
XQHPSOR\PHQW�UHOLHI�IRU�WKH�PDQ\�
$PHULFDQV�RXW�RI�ZRUN��DQG�WR�VWDUW�D�
SXEOLF�ZRUNV�SURJUDP��,Q�FRQMXQFWLRQ�ZLWK�
WKLV�VKH�VXJJHVWHG�D�IRUW\�KRXU�ZRUN�ZHHN�
DQG�D�PLQLPXP�ZDJH�WKDW�ZRUNHUV�FRXOG�
OLYH�RQ��6KH�DGYRFDWHG�HQGLQJ�FKLOG�ODERU�
EHFDXVH�LW�ZRXOG�NHHS�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�VFKRRO�
DQG�OHDYH�PRUH�MREV�IRU�DGXOWV��)HGHUDO�
H[SDQVLRQ�RI�WKH�ZRUNHUV¶�FRPSHQVDWLRQ�
program passed in New York was an 

LPSRUWDQW�FRPSRQHQW�RI�KHU�SODQ�DV�ZHOO��
Roosevelt wondered if these programs 

ZRXOG�EH�FRQVWLWXWLRQDO��3HUNLQV�VXJJHVWHG�
that if companies had government 

contracts, then the government had the 

right to set standards for the conditions 

XQGHU�ZKLFK�WKH�JRRGV�LW�SXUFKDVHG�ZHUH�
PDQXIDFWXUHG��7KLV�ZRXOG�HQFRXUDJH�
SULYDWH�LQGXVWU\�WR�NHHS�WR�WKHVH�VDPH�
VWDQGDUGV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�VWD\�FRPSHWLWLYH�IRU�
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WKHVH�FRQWUDFWV���� 
3HUNLQV¶�WRS�SULRULW\�ZDV�WR�GHYHORS�

D�JRYHUQPHQW�ROG�DJH�SHQVLRQ��SULPDULO\�
EHFDXVH�WKH�'HSUHVVLRQ�KDG�PDGH�LW�KDUGHU�
IRU�ROGHU�SHRSOH�WR�JHW�ZRUN��,Q�DGGLWLRQ��
PDQ\�IDPLOLHV�FRXOG�QR�ORQJHU�WDNH�FDUH�
RI�HOGHUO\�UHODWLYHV�EHFDXVH�RI�WKHLU�RZQ�
¿QDQFLDO�VWUHVVHV��,Q�WKLV�VKH�VXUHO\�ZDV�
LQVSLUHG�E\�WKH�%LEOH¶V�DGPRQLWLRQ�WR�
FDUH�IRU�ZLGRZV�DQG�RUSKDQV��EHFDXVH�
children who had lost their parents were 

DOVR�FRYHUHG�XQGHU�WKH�SODQ���27�)'5�ZDV�
UHVLVWDQW�DW�¿UVW��KH�GLG�QRW�ZDQW�WR�KDYH�
D�V\VWHP�OLNH�³WKH�GROH´�DV�(QJODQG�GLG��
ZKLFK�ZDV�VWUDLJKW�JRYHUQPHQW�UHOLHI��6KH�
H[SODLQHG�WR�KLP�WKDW�LW�ZRXOG�EH�D�VRFLDO�
LQVXUDQFH�SURJUDP�OLNH�XQHPSOR\PHQW��
ZKHUH�ZRUNHUV�SDLG�LQWR�LW�WKHPVHOYHV��
7KH\�ZRXOG�FROOHFW�WKH�EHQH¿WV�ZKHQ�WKH\�
UHWLUHG��

$IWHU�OD\LQJ�RXW�KHU�LGHDV��3HUNLQV�
ZDUQHG�WKH�3UHVLGHQW��³$UH�\RX�VXUH�\RX�
ZDQW�WKLV�GRQH��EHFDXVH�\RX�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�PH�
IRU�6HFUHWDU\�RI�/DERU�LI�\RX�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�
WKHVH�WKLQJV�GRQH�´����)RUWXQDWHO\��)'5�
VDLG�KH�ZDV�ZLOOLQJ�WR�VXSSRUW�KHU��$V�WKH�
PHHWLQJ�EURNH�XS��KH�MRNHG�WKDW�VKH�ZRXOG�
EH�SHUSHWXDOO\�QDJJLQJ�KLP�DERXW�WKHVH�
SURJUDPV��3HUNLQV�VDLG�ODWHU�WKDW�VKH�WRRN�
WKDW�VWDWHPHQW�DV�D�VLJQ��³+H�ZDQWHG�KLV�
FRQVFLHQFH�NHSW�IRU�KLP�E\�VRPHERG\�´�29 

The programs Perkins advocated—

LQFOXGLQJ�KHDOWK�LQVXUDQFH��ZKLFK�GLG�QRW�
PDNH�LW�LQWR�WKH�¿QDO�YHUVLRQ�RI�6RFLDO�
6HFXULW\²IROORZHG�-HVXV¶�WHDFKLQJV�DERXW�
taking care of the poor, children, widows, 

DQG�RWKHUV�LQ�QHHG��,Q�IDFW��WKH\�IROORZHG�
FORVHO\�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�&DWKROLF�&RUSRUDO�
:RUNV�RI�0HUF\��ZKLFK�LQFOXGH��SURYLGLQJ�
QRXULVKPHQW�WR�WKH�KXQJU\�DQG�WKLUVW\��
FORWKLQJ�WKH�QDNHG��YLVLWLQJ�WKH�VLFN��DQG�
EXU\LQJ�WKH�GHDG��,Q�DQFLHQW�VRFLHWLHV��DLG�
ZRXOG�EH�JLYHQ�GLUHFWO\��H�J���RQH�JDYH�
IRRG�WR�D�KXQJU\�SHUVRQ��,Q�WKH�PRGHUQ�

V\VWHP��PRQH\�LV�JLYHQ�WR�DOORZ�WKH�SHUVRQ�
WR�DFTXLUH�ZKDW�WKH\�QHHG��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�
VFKRODU�'RQQ�0LWFKHOO��³WKH�ODZ�FRPELQHG�
WKH�&DWKROLF�LGHDOV�RI�PHUF\�ZLWK�WKH�ORQJ�
standing Protestant emphasis on personal 

UHVSRQVLELOLW\�´�30  

2Q�WKH�QLJKW�EHIRUH�5RRVHYHOW¶V�
0DUFK��WK�LQDXJXUDWLRQ��3HUNLQV�JRW�D�
SKRQH�FDOO�LQYLWLQJ�KHU�WR�D�SUH�LQDXJXUDO�
SUD\HU�VHUYLFH�WKH�QH[W�PRUQLQJ�DW�6W��
-RKQ¶V�&KXUFK�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ¶V�/DID\HWWH�
6TXDUH��5HIHUULQJ�WR�WKH�FULVLV�WKH�FRXQWU\�
IDFHG�LQ�WKH�*UHDW�'HSUHVVLRQ��VKH�
UHFDOOHG��³,I�HYHU�D�PDQ�ZDQWHG�WR�SUD\��
LW�ZDV�WKDW�GD\«ZH�>WKH�DWWHQGHHV@�ZHUH�
&DWKROLFV��3URWHVWDQWV��-HZV��EXW�,�GRXEW�
WKDW�DQ\RQH�UHPHPEHUHG�WKH�GLIIHUHQFH�´�31 

7KLV�VWDWHPHQW�ZDV�W\SLFDO�RI�KHU�
DWWLWXGH��,I�D�SHUVRQ�ZDV�ZLOOLQJ�WR�ZRUN�
ZLWK�RWKHUV�IRU�D�FRPPRQ�FDXVH��VKH�GLG�
QRW�GLVFULPLQDWH�RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�UHOLJLRQ��
6KH�ZDV�RQFH�DVNHG��³,QVWHDG�RI�ZLVKLQJ�
WR�FUHDWH�D�&KULVWLDQ�VRFLHW\��ZK\�QRW�VD\�
D�GHFHQW�VRFLHW\��UHFRJQL]LQJ�WKH�QREOH�
DVSLUDWLRQV�RI�WKH�+HEUHZ�SURSKHWV�DQG�
WKRVH�OLNH�*DQGKL�ZKR�EHORQJHG�WR�TXLWH�
DOLHQ�IDLWKV"´�6KH�UHSOLHG�WKDW�VKH�DJUHHG�
DQG�WKDW�VKH�ZLVKHG�IRU�D�VRFLHW\�LQ�ZKLFK�
³SHRSOH�RI�DOO�NLQGV�RI�IDLWKV�ZKR�EHOLHYHG�
LQ�*RG�FRXOG�FRRSHUDWH�´�32 

3HUNLQV�ZDV�LPSUHVVHG�DQG�GHHSO\�
PRYHG�E\�5RRVHYHOW¶V�¿UVW�LQDXJXUDO�

DGGUHVV��6KH�KDG�DOUHDG\�VHHQ�DQ�HDUO\�
GUDIW�RI�WKH�VSHHFK��EXW�FKDQJHV�KDG�EHHQ�
PDGH�EHIRUH�LW�ZDV�GHOLYHUHG��-XVW�WKDW�
PRUQLQJ�KH�KDG�DGGHG�WKH�IDPRXV�OLQH��
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³7KH�RQO\�WKLQJ�ZH�KDYH�WR�IHDU�LV�IHDU�
LWVHOI�´�33�+H�UHIHUHQFHG�WKH�%LEOH�D�IHZ�
WLPHV��VD\LQJ�WKDW�WKH�FRXQWU\¶V�SUREOHPV�
GLG�QRW�FRPH�IURP�D�SODJXH�RI�ORFXVWV�
DQG�WKDW�WKH�PRQH\�FKDQJHUV��PHDQLQJ�
EDQNHUV�DQG�EXVLQHVVPHQ��KDG�ÀHG�IURP�
WKHLU�KLJK�WHPSOH�VHDWV��3HUNLQV�IHOW�WKDW�
WKLV�VSHHFK�ZDV�GLIIHUHQW�IURP�DQ\�RWKHUV�
KH�JDYH��,W�VHHPHG�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�PRWLYDWHG�
E\�VRPHWKLQJ�GHHS�ZLWKLQ��2WKHU�VSHHFKHV�
KH�PLJKW�MRNLQJO\�EUDJ�DERXW��EXW�QHYHU�
WKH�¿UVW�LQDXJXUDO�DGGUHVV��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�
3HUNLQV��³+H�ZRXOG�QHYHU�FODLP�FUHGLW�
IRU�WKDW��,W�ZDV�VRPHWKLQJ�QRW�RI�KLV�RZQ�
PDNLQJ��,¶P�VXUH�KH�WKRXJKW�RI�LW�DV�GLUHFW�
GLYLQH�JXLGDQFH�´�34

3HUNLQV�KHUVHOI�VRXJKW�GLYLQH�
JXLGDQFH�WKURXJKRXW�KHU�WLPH�DV�/DERU�
6HFUHWDU\��)URP�WKH�WLPH�VKH�¿UVW�FDPH�
WR�:DVKLQJWRQ��VKH�UHJXODUO\�DWWHQGHG�
PDVV�DW�6W��-DPHV�&KXUFK��WKRXJK�LW�ZDV�
IDUWKHU�DZD\�IURP�KHU�UHVLGHQFH�WKDQ�RWKHU�
(SLVFRSDO�FKXUFKHV��5HFWRU�$OIUHG�4��
3ODQN�RIIHUHG�DQ�$QJOR�&DWKROLF�³KLJK�
FKXUFK´�PDVV�WKHUH��ZKLFK�KDG�WKH�FRORU�
DQG�ULWXDO�VKH�SUHIHUUHG��6KH�EHFDPH�
IULHQGO\�ZLWK�3ODQN�DQG�DVNHG�KLP�IRU�KHOS�
HDUO\�RQ�ZLWK�WKH�GHPDQGV�DQG�VWUHVVHV�RI�
KHU�MRE��+H�VXJJHVWHG�VKH�PLJKW�¿QG�SHDFH�
visiting a convent of an Episcopal order of 

QXQV�FDOOHG�$OO�6DLQWV�LQ�0DU\ODQG��QRW�IDU�
IURP�%DOWLPRUH��

+HU�¿UVW�WULS�WR�WKH�FRQYHQW�WRRN�
SODFH�LQ�WKH�VSULQJ�RI�������6KH�OLNHG�
WKH�TXLHW�DQG�VHUHQLW\�VKH�IRXQG�WKHUH��
5HJXODU�PRQWKO\�YLVLWV�VRRQ�FRPPHQFHG��
XVXDOO\�IRU�D�GD\�RU�WZR�DW�D�WLPH��GXULQJ�
which Perkins spent most of her time in 

TXLHW�SUD\HU����%HFDXVH�RI�KHU�IUHTXHQW�
YLVLWV��VKH�EHFDPH�DQ�DVVRFLDWH�RI�WKH�
convent and wore a special white cap 

ZKLOH�WKHUH�WR�V\PEROL]H�WKLV��7KH�QXQV�
IRFXVHG�RQ�SUD\HU��PHGLWDWLRQ�DQG�FDULQJ�
IRU�KDQGLFDSSHG�FKLOGUHQ��7KH\�ZRUH�WKH�

WUDGLWLRQDO�ORQJ�EODFN�KDELW�DQG�ZLPSOH�
DQG�OLYHG�YHU\�VLPSO\��JURZLQJ�WKHLU�RZQ�
food and attending services several times 

D�GD\�����3HUNLQV�IRXQG�WKH�YLVLWV�UHIUHVKLQJ�
DQG�UHMXYHQDWLQJ��WKH\�KHOSHG�KHU�WR�FRSH�
ZLWK�WKH�GHPDQGV�RI�SROLWLFDO�OLIH��

3HUNLQV�KDG�D�VWURQJ�ERQG�ZLWK�
)'5�EHFDXVH�RI�WKHLU�VKDUHG�EHOLHIV��%RWK�
ZHUH�&KULVWLDQV�DQG�KXPDQLWDULDQV��:KHQ�
DVNHG�DERXW�KLV�SROLWLFDO�SKLORVRSK\��
5RRVHYHOW�UHSOLHG��³3KLORVRSK\"�,�DP�D�
&KULVWLDQ�DQG�D�'HPRFUDW²WKDW¶V�DOO�´�37 

,Q�KHU�ERRN�The Roosevelt I Knew, Perkins 

VDLG�RI�KLP��³+H�VDZ�WKH�EHWWHUPHQW�RI�OLIH�
DQG�SHRSOH�DV�SDUW�RI�*RG¶V�ZRUN��DQG�KH�
IHOW�WKDW�PDQ¶V�GHYRWLRQ�WR�*RG�H[SUHVVHG�
LWVHOI�E\�VHUYLQJ�KLV�IHOORZ�PHQ�´����6KH�
RQFH�REVHUYHG�)'5�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�VRPHRQH�
WDON�DERXW�FDSLWDOLVP�DV�DQ�HI¿FLHQW�
V\VWHP��7KH�VSHDNHU�VDLG�WKDW�ZKHQ�WKH�
FDSLWDOLVW�V\VWHP�FROODSVHG��LW�ZDV�EHVW�
WR�OHW�WKH�HFRQRP\�KLW�URFN�ERWWRP�DQG�
ZDLW�XQWLO�LW�ULJKWV�LWVHOI��QR�PDWWHU�WKH�
HIIHFWV�RQ�VRFLHW\��7KLV�NLQG�RI�SKLORVRSK\�
KRUUL¿HG�KLP��3HUNLQV�QHYHU�IRUJRW�WKH�
ORRN�RQ�)'5¶V�IDFH�ZKHQ�KH�UHSOLHG��
³3HRSOH�DUHQ¶W�FDWWOH��\RX�NQRZ�´�39 

Religion was taken for granted as 

D�SDUW�RI�)'5¶V�OLIH��DV�LW�ZDV�IRU�3HUNLQV��
+H�DWWHQGHG�FKXUFK�VHUYLFHV�DQG�KDG�D�
ORYH�IRU�VLQJLQJ�K\PQV�DQG�UHDGLQJ�WKH�
%LEOH��6R�LPSRUWDQW�ZDV�UHOLJLRQ�WR�KLP�
WKDW�KH�PDGH�FHUWDLQ�LW�ZDV�LQFOXGHG�ZKHQ�
KLV������6WDWH�RI�WKH�8QLRQ�VSHHFK�OLVWLQJ�
WKH�IRXU�IUHHGRPV�ZDV�ZULWWHQ��$QG��OLNH�
3HUNLQV��KH�IHOW�QR�FRQÀLFW�LQ�DVVRFLDWLQJ�
ZLWK�WKRVH�RI�DQ\�RWKHU�IDLWK��+H�EHOLHYHG�
VWURQJO\�LQ�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�UHOLJLRQ�LQ�D�
SHUVRQ¶V�OLIH��

)DLWK�LQ�&KULVWLDQ�SULQFLSOHV�
ZDV�QRW�RQO\�D�VRXUFH�RI�VWUHQJWK��)RU�
Perkins, it was also an important factor 

LQ�KHOSLQJ�WR�VWD\�PRWLYDWHG�WR�GR�JRRG�
ZRUNV��:KHQ�VKH�ZDV�\RXQJHU��VKH�
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KDG�D�GLVFXVVLRQ�ZLWK�IULHQGV�IURP�WKH�
VHWWOHPHQW�KRXVHV�DERXW�JHWWLQJ�QHZ�
VKRHV�IRU�D�KRPHOHVV�PDQ��2QH�IULHQG�
said the reason to give him the shoes was 

VLPSOH��KLV�IHHW�ZHUH�FROG��$QRWKHU�IULHQG��
SURIHVVLQJ�&KULVWLDQ�PRWLYHV��RSLQHG�WKDW�
LW�PXVW�EH�GRQH�IRU�-HVXV¶�VDNH��$W�WKH�
WLPH�VKH�IRXQG�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�SRLQWOHVV��
6KH�IHOW�WKDW�WKH�UHDVRQ�ZK\�D�JRRG�
GHHG�ZDV�SHUIRUPHG�ZRXOG�QRW�PDWWHU�
LI�WKH�HQG�UHVXOW�ZDV�WKH�VDPH��/DWHU��
KRZHYHU��GXULQJ�KHU�PHGLWDWLYH�VWD\V�DW�
WKH�FRQYHQW��VKH�FKDQJHG�KHU�RSLQLRQ��
7KH�UHDVRQV�ZHUH�LPSRUWDQW�EHFDXVH�
HYHQ�WKH�VWURQJHVW�XUJH�WR�GR�JRRG�ZRUNV�
FRXOG�EH�D�ÀHHWLQJ�HPRWLRQ��6RPHWLPHV�
UHFLSLHQWV�EHFRPH�XQJUDWHIXO�DQG�KHOSHUV�
FDQ�JHW�GLVFRXUDJHG�DQG�JLYH�XS��'RLQJ�

JRRG�IRU�-HVXV¶�VDNH��QRW�VLPSO\�RQH¶V�
RZQ�JUDWL¿FDWLRQ��ZDV�D�PRUH�SRZHUIXO�
LQFHQWLYH��<HDUV�ODWHU�D�VWXG\�RI�UHIRUPHUV�
IURP�KHU�RZQ�HUD�SURYHG�KHU�ULJKW��3HRSOH�
ZKR�UHPDLQHG�DFWLYH�IRU�PDQ\�\HDUV�LQ�
movements that aided the disadvantaged 

ZHUH�PXFK�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�KDYH�VWURQJ�
UHOLJLRXV�PRWLYDWLRQV��40

2QH�RI�WKH�ORZHVW�SRLQWV�RI�
3HUNLQV¶�FDUHHU�FDPH�LQ�������5HSXEOLFDQV�
LQ�&RQJUHVV��ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�RSSRVLQJ�PRVW�
RI�KHU�SURJUDPV�VLQFH�VKH�¿UVW�MRLQHG�WKH�
FDELQHW��EURXJKW�D�FKDUJH�RI�LPSHDFKPHQW�
DJDLQVW�KHU��7KH\�FODLPHG�WKDW�VKH�ZDV�
VHFUHWO\�D�&RPPXQLVW��$V�6HFUHWDU\�RI�
/DERU�VKH�ZDV�LQ�FKDUJH�RI�LPPLJUDWLRQ��
+DUU\�%ULGJHV��D�QDWLYH�$XVWUDOLDQ�ZKR�
OLYHG�LQ�&DOLIRUQLD��KDG�EHHQ�D�ODERU�

QHJRWLDWRU�GXULQJ�D�PDMRU�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR�
longshoreman strike that Perkins was 

PRQLWRULQJ��%XVLQHVV�OHDGHUV�DQG�ULYDO�
ODERU�OHDGHUV�KDG�WULHG�WR�JHW�KLP�GHSRUWHG�
DV�D�&RPPXQLVW��%ULGJHV�KDG�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�
&RPPXQLVWV�EXW�GHQLHG�EHLQJ�RQH�KLPVHOI��
7KH�5HSXEOLFDQ�DUJXHG�WKDW�3HUNLQV�GLG�
QRW�SXVK�KDUG�IRU�KLV�GHSRUWDWLRQ��ZKLFK�
DQJHUHG�WKHP��7KLV�ZDV�DQ�LPPHQVHO\�
VWUHVVIXO�WLPH�IRU�3HUNLQV��6KH�KDG�WKH�
VXSSRUW�RI�KHU�FORVH�IULHQGV�EXW�QR�RQH�LQ�
WKH�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ��LQFOXGLQJ�)'5��VSRNH�
XS�SXEOLFO\�LQ�KHU�GHIHQVH��41 

Perkins leaned on her faith to 

PDNH�LW�WKURXJK�WKRVH�GLI¿FXOW�WLPHV��6KH�
UHVROYHG�WR�³UHO\�XSRQ�P\VHOI�XQGHU�WKH�
JXLGDQFH�RI�*RG�WR�GR�WKH�ULJKW�WKLQJ�
and make the right decision and take the 

FRQVHTXHQFH�´�DQG�DWWHQGHG�PDVV�GDLO\�
WKURXJKRXW�WKH�LPSHDFKPHQW�FULVLV�42 

3DUWLFLSDWLQJ�LQ�WKH�KLJKO\�VWUXFWXUHG�
ULWXDOV�ZDV�FDOPLQJ�DQG�KHOSHG�KHU�
WR�IHHO�FHQWHUHG�DQG�DW�SHDFH��2Q�WKH�
DGYLFH�RI�$OIUHG�3ODQN��VKH�SUD\HG�IRU�
KHU�HQHPLHV²WKRXJK�EHFDXVH�VKH�FRXOG�
QRW�EHDU�WR�VD\�WKHLU�QDPHV��VKH�SUD\HG�
IRU�WKHP�LQ�JHQHUDO�WHUPV��VXFK�DV�WKRVH�
ZKR�ERUH�IDOVH�ZLWQHVV��43�6KH�FRQWLQXHG�
WR�YLVLW�$OO�6DLQWV¶�DV�RIWHQ�DV�VKH�FRXOG�
IRU�VSLULWXDO�VXSSRUW��,Q�KHU�GHVN��VKH�
kept inspirational notes she had written 

WR�KHUVHOI��ZKLFK�PXVW�KDYH�EHHQ�KHOSIXO�
GXULQJ�WKLV�FULVLV��2QH�RI�WKHP�UHDG�

Remember…we are only day 
laborers in the vineyard of the 
Lord—we are not the architect—
the planner—God is that. We are 
to do our daily stint faithfully and 
then leave it to the architect God—
Lay our course of bricks and not to 
question or worry about the total 
structure—that is God’s business. 
Also Remember that Christ did his 
greatest work of redemption when 
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he hung helpless on the CROSS. 44

:KHQ�WKH�GD\�FDPH�IRU�WKH�
KHDULQJ��/DERU�'HSDUWPHQW�VROLFLWRU�*HUU\�
5HLOO\�ZDONHG�ZLWK�KHU��6KH�DVNHG�KLP�
LI�KH�UHPHPEHUHG�WKH�SULHVW�ZKR�ZDONHG�
EHVLGH�-RDQ�RI�$UF�DV�VKH�ZDONHG�WR�WKH�
VWDNH��)HHOLQJ�DV�LI�VKH�PD\�EH�HQWHULQJ�
D�GHQ�RI�OLRQV��OLNH�'DQLHO�IURP�WKH�
%LEOH��VKH�PDLQWDLQHG��³,�KDG�D�VHQVH�RI�
D�VSLULWXDO�FRPSDQLRQ��$V�WKH�&KULVWLDQV�
ZRXOG�VD\��µ0\�/RUG�ZDONHG�EHVLGH�PH�
WR�WKH�MDZV�RI�GHDWK�¶�,�KDG�D�VHQVH�RI�WKH�
/RUG�-HVXV�ORRNLQJ�DIWHU�KLV�SHRSOH�DQG�
ZDONLQJ�EHVLGH�WKHP�´���3HUNLQV�DFTXLWWHG�
KHUVHOI�ZHOO�XQGHU�VRPH�KDUVK�TXHVWLRQLQJ��
7KH�+RXVH�HYHQWXDOO\�YRWHG�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�
QRW�HQRXJK�HYLGHQFH�WR�LPSHDFK�KHU��EXW�
LW�ZDV�VWLOO�D�SDLQIXO�H[SHULHQFH��+HU�IDLWK�
DOORZHG�KHU�WR�UHPDLQ�VWURQJ�DQG�FRQWLQXH�
GRLQJ�KHU�MRE�IRU�WKH�$PHULFDQV�LQ�QHHG�

Perkins once said to an interviewer, 

³,�GR�UHDOL]H�WKDW�RQH�RXJKW�WR�VD\�LQ�WKH�
LQWHUHVWV�RI�UHDOLW\�DQG�WKRXJKW�WKDW�,�ZDV�
FRQVLGHUDEO\�UHOLJLRXV�PLQGHG«,W�ZDV�
QRW�VR�PXFK�P\�EULQJLQJ�XS��EXW�WKDW�,¶G�
GHYHORSHG�D�SHUVRQDO�UHOLJLRXV�RXWORRN�
RQ�OLIH�´����$V�LPSRUWDQW�DV�KHU�IDLWK�ZDV�
LQ�KHU�OLIH��LW�PD\�VHHP�VXUSULVLQJ�WKDW�
3HUNLQV�UDUHO\�GLVFXVVHG�KHU�UHOLJLRQ�
SXEOLFO\��7KHUH�ZHUH�GH¿QLWH�UHDVRQV��
KRZHYHU��2QH�RI�WKHP�ZDV�D�ZLVK�QRW�
to offend or alienate people who did not 

VKDUH�KHU�EHOLHIV��$V�IDU�DV�GLVFXVVLQJ�
KHU�SROLFLHV�LQ�WHUPV�RI�&KULVWLDQ�IDLWK��
KHU�ELRJUDSKHU�PDLQWDLQHG��³6KH�VHOGRP�
XVHG�VXFK�WHUPV�EHFDXVH�VKH�NQHZ�WKH\�
PDGH�PDQ\�SHRSOH�QHUYRXV�´�47 This 

QHUYRXVQHVV�FRXOG�KDYH�FRPH�IURP�WKRVH�
ZKR�IHOW�WKDW�D�SROLWLFDO�¿JXUH�VKRXOG�QRW�
PHQWLRQ�UHOLJLRQ�OHVW�LW�LQIULQJH�XSRQ�WKH�
VHSDUDWLRQ�RI�FKXUFK�DQG�VWDWH��,W�FRXOG�
DOVR�EH�WKDW�3HUNLQV�UHDOL]HG�WKDW�WKH�����V�
ZDV�D�PRUH�VHFXODU�DJH�WKDQ�WKH�RQH�VKH�

NQHZ�LQ�KHU�\RXWK��,Q�WKH�ODWH�QLQHWHHQWK�
DQG�HDUO\�WZHQWLHWK�FHQWXU\��ZRUNHUV�IRU�
VRFLDO�MXVWLFH��SDUWLFXODUO\�ZRPHQ��ZHUH�
PXFK�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�SURFODLP�VSLULWXDO�
motivations than the generation that came 

DIWHU�WKHP��,Q�WKH�SUH�::,�HUD��ZRUNHUV�LQ�
VHWWOHPHQW�KRXVHV�WHQGHG�WR�EH�WKRVH�ZLWK�
VWURQJ�UHOLJLRXV�EHOLHIV�DV�D�EDVLV�IRU�WKHLU�
YRFDWLRQ��

,Q�WKH�SRVW�ZDU�HUD��ZKHQ�VRFLDO�
ZRUN�EHFDPH�SURIHVVLRQDOL]HG��WKLV�
ZDV�OHVV�OLNHO\�WR�EH�WKH�FDVH��,Q�IDFW��
PHQWLRQLQJ�UHOLJLRQ�FDPH�WR�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�
DQ�HPEDUUDVVPHQW��DJDLQVW�WKH�PRGHUQ�
ZD\�RI�SUDFWLFLQJ��+HOHQ�3KHODQ��KHDG�RI�
D�VHWWOHPHQW�KRXVH�LQ�&OHYHODQG��QRWHG�LQ�
������³,�DP�ROG�IDVKLRQHG�HQRXJK�WR�KDYH�
D�UHOLJLRXV�PRWLYH�IRU�GRLQJ�ZKDW�,�DP�
GRLQJ��,W�LV�ROG�IDVKLRQHG�LQ�WKHVH�GD\V��
LVQ¶W�LW��WR�PHQWLRQ�UHOLJLRQ�´��

,URQLFDOO\��WKH�PDLQ�UHDVRQ�WKDW�
3HUNLQV�UDUHO\�GLVFXVVHG�KHU�IDLWK�SXEOLFO\�
VWHPPHG�IURP�DQRWKHU�RI�KHU�UHOLJLRXV�
EHOLHIV��6KH�IHOW�WKDW�*RG�JDYH�HYHU\RQH�D�
XQLTXH�SHUVRQDOLW\��7KLV�JDYH�WKHP�D�ULJKW�
WR�NHHS�WKHLU�LQQHUPRVW�VHOYHV�SULYDWH��
6KH�QHYHU�OLNHG�WR�DQVZHU�WKH�SHUVRQDO�
TXHVWLRQV�WKH�SUHVV�ORYHG�WR�DVN��DQG�GLG�
QRW�XQGHUVWDQG�SHRSOH�ZKR�ZRXOG�WHOO�
DOO�DERXW�WKHPVHOYHV��,Q�IDFW�VKH�ZDV�
VKRFNHG�E\�KRZ�PXFK�RI�WKHLU�SHUVRQDO�
lives Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt 

ZRXOG�UHYHDO�WR�WKH�SUHVV��RQFH�ZULWLQJ��
³,W�HPEDUUDVVHV�PH�WR�WKLQN�WKDW�D�KXPDQ�
EHLQJ��ZKR�KDV�WKH�ULJKWV�RI�OLEHUW\��WKH�
EDVLV�RI�ZKLFK�LV�SULYDF\��ZLOO�VR�GHJUDGH�
KLPVHOI�DV�WR�H[SRVH�KLV�ZKROH�OLIH�DQG�
WKLQNLQJ��WR�WKURZ�DZD\�WKH�SULYDF\�WR�
ZKLFK�KH¶V�HQWLWOHG�DQG�ZKLFK�*RG�JDYH�
KLP�´�49�6KH�IHOW�WKDW�³SHRSOH�ZKR�WHOO�DOO�
DQG�ZDVWH�WKHLU�LQWHJULW\�VRRQ�KDYH�QRQH«
DQ�LQYDVLRQ�RU�ZDVWH�RI�SULYDF\�ZDV�D�NLQG�
RI�GLVUHVSHFW�IRU�WKH�'HLW\�´��� 

(YHQ�ZKHQ�)%,�GLUHFWRU�-��(GJDU�
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+RRYHU�VXJJHVWHG�D�SODQ�WR�¿QJHUSULQW�
DOLHQV��ZKLFK�DIIHFWHG�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�
RI�/DERU�GXH�WR�LWV�MXULVGLFWLRQ�RYHU�
LPPLJUDWLRQ���DQG�HYHQWXDOO\�HYHU\�
$PHULFDQ�FLWL]HQ�DV�ZHOO��3HUNLQV�RSSRVHG�
WKH�LGHD�EHFDXVH�LW�YLRODWHG�WKH�VDQFWLW\�RI�
D�SHUVRQ¶V�SULYDF\��+RRYHU�WROG�KHU�WKDW�
WKH�SURJUDP�ZRXOG�EH�XVHIXO��LW�ZRXOG�
HDVH�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�WKH�XQLGHQWL¿HG�GHDG�
LQ�DFFLGHQWV��IRU�H[DPSOH��6KH�DQVZHUHG�
KLP�TXLWH�VHULRXVO\��³0U��+RRYHU��LVQ¶W�LW�
HQRXJK�WKDW�KLV�0DNHU�ZRXOG�LPPHGLDWHO\�
UHFRJQL]H�KLP"´��� This response shows 

KHU�GHWHUPLQDWLRQ�WR�VWDQG�XS�IRU�KHU�
UHOLJLRXV�EHOLHIV�QR�PDWWHU�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�

,Q�������WKH�IRUPHU�ODERU�VHFUHWDU\�
SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�D�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�FDOOHG�WKH�6W��
%HGH�/HFWXUHV�DW�WKH�6W��7KRPDV�(SLVFRSDO�
&KXUFK�LQ�1HZ�<RUN��LQ�ZKLFK�VKH�JDYH�
WKUHH�WDONV�XQGHU�WKH�WLWOH�³7KH�&KULVWLDQ�LQ�
WKH�:RUOG�´�+HUH�3HUNLQV�VXPPHG�XS�KHU�
WKRXJKWV�RQ�UHOLJLRQ�DQG�KRZ�LW�PDQLIHVWHG�
LWVHOI�LQ�RQH¶V�OLIH��0DQ�LV�D�FUHDWXUH�
PDGH�E\�*RG�ZLWK�WKH�SRZHU�WR�ORYH�*RG�
and other men, she maintained, and that 

³EHFDXVH�RI�*RG¶V�ORYH�µPDQ�KDV�LQ¿QLWH�
ZRUWK¶´�DQG�³WKH�SDUW�RI�&KULVWLDQV�LQ�DOO�
WKLV�LV�WR�VHH�WKDW�WKH�VWDWH�GRHV�FDUH�DERXW�
ZKDW�KDSSHQV�WR�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�DQG�GRHVQ¶W�
VD\��µ2K�ZHOO��LW�FDQ¶W�EH�KHOSHG�¶´��� This 

LGHD�LV�FOHDUO\�PDQLIHVWHG�LQ�WKH�SURJUDPV�
VKH�LPSOHPHQWHG�GXULQJ�KHU�WHQXUH�DV�
ODERU�VHFUHWDU\��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�VFKRODU�'RQQ�
0LWFKHOO��3HUNLQV�FODLPHG�WKHUH�ZDV�QHYHU�
RQH�JXLGLQJ�LGHRORJ\�LQ�WKH�1HZ�'HDO��
EXW�WKDW�VKH�DQG�KHU�FROOHDJXHV��³ZHUH�
MXVW�GHFHQW�SHRSOH�WU\LQJ�WR�GR�WKH�ULJKW�
WKLQJ�DQG�SUHWW\�PXFK�PDNLQJ�LW�XS�DV�WKH\�
ZHQW�DORQJ�´�� That statement was more 

D�PDUN�RI�KHU�KXPLOLW\�WKDQ�DQ\WKLQJ��,Q�
IDFW�&KULVWLDQLW\�JXLGHG�WKH�SDWK��,Q�KHU�
ELRJUDSK\�RI�5RRVHYHOW��3HUNLQV�VWDWHV�
WKDW�KH�WRR�EHOLHYHG�LQ�DQ�HWKLFDO�SROLWLFDO�
SKLORVRSK\��ZKLFK�PHDQW�³WKDW�SRYHUW\�LV�
SUHYHQWDEOH��WKDW�SRYHUW\�LV�GHVWUXFWLYH��

ZDVWHIXO��GHPRUDOL]LQJ��DQG�WKDW�SRYHUW\�
LQ�WKH�PLGVW�RI�SRWHQWLDO�SOHQW\�LV�PRUDOO\�
XQDFFHSWDEOH�LQ�D�&KULVWLDQ�DQG�GHPRFUDWLF�
VRFLHW\�´����,Q�KHU�OHFWXUH�VKH�SRLQWHG�RXW�
that she did not mean that leaders “take the 

ODZ�LQWR�WKHLU�RZQ�KDQGV��RQO\�WKDW�WKH\�
EH�DZDUH�RI�*RG¶V�ODZV�DQG�HDJHU�WR�DSSO\�
WKHP´�DQG�WKDW�D�&KULVWLDQ�VRFLHW\�VKRXOG�
KDYH�³µD�SDWWHUQ�RI�VRFLDO�FRRSHUDWLRQ�DQG�
VRFLDO�MXVWLFH¶�H[SUHVVHG�LQ�OHJDO��HFRQRPLF�
DQG�VRFLDO�UHODWLRQVKLSV�´����7KHVH�OHFWXUHV�
KHOSHG�GHPRQVWUDWH�WKDW�3HUNLQV�WUXO\�
ZDV�³WKH�PRVW�RYHUWO\�UHOLJLRXV�DQG�
WKHRORJLFDOO\�DUWLFXODWH�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�
1HZ�'HDO�WHDP�´���

$IWHU�)'5¶V�GHDWK�LQ�������
7UXPDQ�DFFHSWHG�KHU�UHVLJQDWLRQ�DV�
/DERU�6HFUHWDU\��EXW�3HUNLQV�FRQWLQXHG�
ZRUNLQJ��ZULWLQJ�D�ELRJUDSK\�RI�)'5��
The Roosevelt I Knew, which was a great 

VXFFHVV��6KH�PDLQWDLQHG�KHU�FDUHHU�LQ�
:DVKLQJWRQ�WKURXJK�DQ�DSSRLQWPHQW�WR�WKH�
8�6��&LYLO�6HUYLFHV�&RPPLVVLRQ��%HFDXVH�
WKLV�MRE�ZDV�OHVV�GHPDQGLQJ��KHU�KXVEDQG�
ZDV�DEOH��IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH�LQ�\HDUV��WR�OLYH�
with her, with hired attendants to assist 

LQ�KLV�FDUH��6DGO\��LQ�2FWREHU������3DXO�
:LOVRQ�KDG�D�VWURNH��IHOO�H[WUHPHO\�LOO��DQG�
LQ�'HFHPEHU�SDVVHG�DZD\�IURP�D�VHFRQG�
VWURNH��$OWKRXJK�KH�KDG�EHHQ�XQZHOO�
for most of his life, his death was a sad 

SDVVLQJ�IRU�KLV�ZLIH��$V�DOZD\V��UHOLJLRQ�
ZDV�D�JUHDW�FRPIRUW��6KH�ZURWH�WR�D�IULHQG�
DIWHU�KHU�ORVV�

Thank you so much for your kind 
and sympathetic words about 
Paul’s death. These things are truly 
past man’s understanding, but it 
is and always has been a comfort 
to me to know that in the midst 
of all the troubles he has had, he 
had remained a true believer. He 
died in the faith of the Church, 
received the Last Sacraments and 
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was buried with all the warmth 
and hope with which the church 
surrounds us at the time of our 
greatest transition…57

 
,Q������3HUNLQV�OHIW�KHU�SRVW�DW�

WKH�&LYLO�6HUYLFHV��EXW�FRXOG�QRW�LPDJLQH�
UHWLULQJ��,QVWHDG�VKH�OHFWXUHG�DQG�WDXJKW�
VHPLQDUV�DW�FROOHJHV�DOO�RYHU�WKH�FRXQWU\��
,Q�������&RUQHOO�8QLYHUVLW\�RIIHUHG�KHU�
a position as a visiting professor in their 

6FKRRO�RI�,QGXVWULDO�DQG�/DERU�5HODWLRQV��
6KH�VSRNH�DERXW�KHU�WLPH�DW�WKH�VHWWOHPHQW�
KRXVHV��WKH�$PHULFDQ�ODERU�PRYHPHQW��DQG�
KHU�ZRUN�LQ�WKH�5RRVHYHOW�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ��
6R�SRSXODU�ZDV�VKH�ZLWK�WKH�VWXGHQWV��
WKDW�LQ������VKH�EHFDPH�WKH�¿UVW�ZRPDQ�
ever invited to 

OLYH�DV�D�JXHVW�
in residence 

DW�7HOOXULGH�
+RXVH��DQ�
academic 

RUJDQL]DWLRQ��
6KH�VSHQW�
VHYHUDO�KDSS\�
\HDUV�WKHUH�
DQG�EHFDPH�
close friends 

ZLWK�PDQ\�
RI�WKH�\RXQJ�
VWXGHQWV��

2Q�0D\���th��������DW�WKH�DJH�
RI�����3HUNLQV�GLHG�RI�D�VWURNH�����$W�KHU�
PHPRULDO�VHUYLFH�DW�&RUQHOO��SURIHVVRU�
0DXULFH�1HXIHOG�VSRNH�DERXW�³KHU�
H[WUDRUGLQDU\�JLIW�IRU�IULHQGVKLS��KHU�VHQVH�
RI�IRUPDOLW\�DQG�KHU�UHOLJLRXV�VSLULW�´�)URP�
this spirit, he said, “emerged her sense of 

GXW\�DQG�LQQHU�GLVFLSOLQH«ZKLFK�IRUPHG�
WKH�FHQWUDO�FRUH�RI�KHU�FKDUDFWHU�´���

7KH�(SLVFRSDO�&KXUFK�VR�KLJKO\�

regards Frances Perkins for her good 

ZRUNV��LQFOXGLQJ�FUHDWLQJ�6RFLDO�6HFXULW\��
WKH�PLQLPXP�ZDJH��DQG�XQHPSOR\PHQW�
LQVXUDQFH��WKDW�LW�GHFODUHG�KHU�D�KRO\�
ZRPDQ��RU�(SLVFRSDO�VDLQW��7KH�FKXUFK�KDV�
D�OLVW�RI�SHRSOH�WR�EH�SRWHQWLDOO\�KRQRUHG�
ZKLFK�LV�UHYLHZHG�E\�WKHLU�*HQHUDO�
&RQYHQWLRQ��3HUNLQV¶�QDPH�ZDV�DGGHG�DV�
D�³SXEOLF�VHUYDQW�DQG�SURSKHWLF�ZLWQHVV´�
LQ�WKH�IDOO�RI�����������+HU�IHDVW�GD\�LV�0D\�
���DQG�LW�ZDV�¿UVW�FHOHEUDWHG�LQ�������
7KH�5HYHUHQG�&KDUOHV�+RIIDFNHU�UHFHQWO\�
VSRNH�DERXW�WKH�(SLVFRSDO�IDLWK�DQG�
3HUNLQV¶�ZRUN��

«ZH�UHFRJQL]H�D�&UHDWRU�ZKR�
continues to create, who supplies 
and sustains abundance, abundant 
nature and grace and glory. This 
basic and essential theology 
KDV�VRFLHWDO�UDPL¿FDWLRQV��,W�
produces a politics of generosity, 
not a politics of righteousness. 
Instead of enforcing social 
discipline, it emphasizes social 
provision. This is the authentic 
message of the Scriptures and the 
Christian tradition. This is what 
Frances Perkins embraced as 
an Episcopalian and an Anglo-
Catholic. Through her efforts 
as public servant and prophetic 
witness, this foundational theology 
and its politics of generosity came 
WR�KDYH�D�WUHPHQGRXV�LQÀXHQFH�IRU�
good on millions and millions of 
lives and continues to do so. 61

0LOOLRQV�RI�$PHULFDQV�KDYH�
EHQH¿WHG�IURP�WKH�JRRG�LQÀXHQFH�RI�
)UDQFHV�3HUNLQV�RQ�WKHLU�OLYHV��+RZHYHU��
GHVSLWH�KHU�YLWDOO\�LPSRUWDQW�UROH�LQ�
VKDSLQJ�VRFLDO�SROLF\��IHZ�$PHULFDQV�
WRGD\�UHPHPEHU�KHU�QDPH�RU�NQRZ�RI�KHU�
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UROH�LQ�FUHDWLQJ�WKH�SURJUDPV�WKDW�VXVWDLQ�
VR�PDQ\��,Q�KHU�ODWHU�\HDUV��VKH�UHPDLQHG�
LQ�WKH�VKDGRZ�RI�)'5��$Q�LQFLGHQW�DW�
&RUQHOO�VKRZHG�3HUNLQV�KRZ�LQJUDLQHG�KHU�
SURJUDPV�KDG�EHFRPH�LQ�$PHULFDQ�OLIH��
'XULQJ�D�FODVV��D�VWXGHQW�DGPRQLVKHG�KHU��
³%XW�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�ZH�KDYH�DOZD\V�
KDG�6RFLDO�6HFXULW\�´����+H�REYLRXVO\�
had no idea when or with whom it had 

RULJLQDWHG��7KLV�\RXQJ�PDQ�ZDV�SUREDEO\�
QRW�HYHQ�ERUQ�ZKHQ�3HUNLQV�ZDV�VHWWLQJ�XS�
WKH�SURJUDP��DOUHDG\�VR�WDNHQ�IRU�JUDQWHG�
E\�WKH�����V�WKDW�SHRSOH�FRXOG�QRW�LPDJLQH�
OLIH�ZLWKRXW�LW�

3HUNLQV�KHUVHOI�ZDV�KDSS\�WKDW�
6RFLDO�6HFXULW\�ZDV�VR�VDIHO\�HQVFRQFHG�LQ�
$PHULFDQ�SROLWLFV��$W�D�FHOHEUDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�
WZHQW\�¿IWK�DQQLYHUVDU\�RI�WKH�SURJUDP�LQ�
������VKH�VDLG��³2QH�WKLQJ�,�NQRZ��6RFLDO�
6HFXULW\�LV�VR�¿UPO\�HPEHGGHG�LQ�WKH�
$PHULFDQ�SV\FKRORJ\�WKDW�QR�SROLWLFLDQ��
QR�SROLWLFDO�SDUW\«FRXOG�SRVVLEO\�GHVWUR\�
WKLV�$FW«,W�LV�VDIH��,W�LV�VDIH�IRUHYHU��DQG�
IRU�WKH�ODVWLQJ�EHQH¿W�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�RI�
WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�´��� The programs she 

LQLWLDWHG�ZHUH�WR�EH�IRU�WKH�EHQH¿W�RI�DOO��
,Q������GXULQJ�D�VSHHFK�FDOOHG�³:KDW�LV�
:RUWK�:RUNLQJ�IRU�LQ�$PHULFD�´�VKH�VDLG�
RI�KHU�LGHDOV��³,W�LV�DQ�$PHULFDQ�YHUVLRQ�
RI�WKH�*ROGHQ�5XOH��RI�WKH�VHFRQG�JUHDW�
&RPPDQGPHQW�WR�ORYH�WK\�QHLJKERU«
:KDW�NLQG�RI�$PHULFD�ZH�SDVV�RQ��UHVWV�
ZLWK�XV��XQGHU�*RG�´����+RQRULQJ�WKH�
PHPRU\�RI�)UDQFHV�3HUNLQV�UHVWV�ZLWK�
XV�WRGD\²VR�WKDW�KHU�OHJDF\�DQG�WKH�
programs she initiated remain in place for 

IXWXUH�JHQHUDWLRQV��NHHSLQJ�RXU�FRXQWU\�
D�IDLU�DQG�SURVSHURXV�RQH�IRU�DOO�RI�LWV�
FLWL]HQV�
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